
The second largest city in New England, Worcester  

is spread across a series of hills overlooking the Blackstone Valley.  Located forty miles west 

of Boston in the heart of Massachusetts Worcester has served as a hub for commerce and 

transportation since revolutionary times.  Through the 1800 and 1900s Worcester functioned 

as a destination for immigrants, a center of innovation, as well as a contributor to social reform 

and progress in education.  In the 1950's the city's population peaked at 200,000 and after 

years of decline the population is rebounding.  

“How, I ask myself these days, when I really do need a God to lean on, when I am swimming in the deep end of mid-
life and could use a life guard, how did I lose my religion?  The Old Country Catholicism that made me feel so safe 
as a child and young girl?”  -from “Pink Easter Gloves”  In City Times Worcester 

There is also much in Worcester which fills us with sadness
One of the striking features of Worcester is the lack of vibrant historic Christianity.  
Worcester is a hub for the least churched region of our country and Massachusetts ranks 
among the highest for those who claim no religious affiliation.  Of those in Worcester who are 
religiously affiliated seventy two percent are Roman Catholics with the majority of these 
nominal.  Evangelical Christians account for 4.5% of the population in the 
county with a lower percentage in the city.  While there has been marked growth in ethnic 
churches in Worcester, the overarching trend is towards stagnation and isolation

This lack of dynamic Christian faith expresses itself in an incredible drive to achieve, a 
deep loneliness, emotional and relational breakdown, poverty and discrimination.  As a 
city there is the sense that Worcester both envies and looks down on Boston for its 
disproportionate influence in the state and region.  In addition to the many of barriers 
most New Englanders carry towards the Christian faith, people in Worcester are 
particularly disillusioned due to the abuse and corruption seen within the Catholic 
Church.  
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There is much in Worcester we celebrate
Worcester boasts a rich ethnic diversity that is rooted in centuries of immigration and continued shifts of global 
populations.   Twenty percent of the 181,045 residents have been born abroad.   Latinos are the largest minority group 
(20%) followed by blacks (12%) and then asians (7%).   The ethnic populations of Worcester have grown significantly 
over the past ten years, further enriching the life of the city with a greater variety of people reflecting the image of God.  

Worcester's diverse economy draws on manufacturing, education, medicine, service, retail, and distribution, providing 
stability through economic transition.  The city is well positioned for growth through affordable housing, the presence of a 
skilled workforce and developments in biotech and knowledge based economies.   Unemployment has dropped 3.5% since 
it's high point a few years ago and ranks below national averages but above that of the state.  There are a variety of 
development efforts underway and in 2012 Worcester was ranked the tenth best city for families by Forbes.   

 
There are nine colleges and universities in Worcester with three more in the surrounding county.  These partner as a 
consortium and with more than 30,000 students, 4,000 faculty and 8,000 staff make a significant impact on the economic, 
social, and cultural fabric of the city.  Eighty percent of these students come from New England and nearly forty percent 
remain in Worcester county.  

In Worcester the diverse cultures, rich history, varied architecture, blended of urban and 
residential communities, abundance of parks and lakes, and access to the forests and farms of 
central Massachusetts display a wonderful picture of the beautiful world God has made.  

In 1909 Freud and Jung, along with other key figures in Psychology lecture at Clark University in 
Worcester.  This visit was Freud's first time in the US and instrumental for the dissemination of his ideas. 


